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Mr. OLIVER THORNE. 


S many aſperſions have been im- 
pos d on the world, to the great 
prejudice of Mr. Thorne's cha- 

2 racter, with and intent to de- 
pri ve him of the good opinion 
— of the humane and well dif- 

poſed, and to prevent his having that redreſs 
which the moiſt oppreſſive of Cafes juſtly me- 

rits, he hopes the public will nor take it ill, 
that in order to obviate theſe calumnies, he 

preſents them with a detail of his ſufferings. 

Before we proceed to the particulars of 
Mr. Thorne's ſufferings, it is neceſſary to give 
ſome account of Mrs. Thorne's tamily, and 
ſhew the artiul deſigns of Dr. An/ey and 
his wite to ruin her, long before Mr. Thorne 
became acquainted with her, 

Mrs. Thorne was the daughter of ' Fames 
Thomp/on, Eſq; ot Trompington, Cambridgeſhire, 
and reli&t ot William Poley, Eiq; ot Great 
Thirlow Hall, Suffclk: Mr. Thempjon being a 
widower, and dying when Mrs. Tenne was 
very young, left the care of her, and his 

ET B other 
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other children to his Mother, Dr. After, 
and another, this real eſtate, worth about 
fitteen hundred pounds a year devolved to 
his eldeſt Son Porter Thompſon, and his perſo— 
nal tortune he bequeath'd ro his younger 
children, in an equal manner when of age, 
the Dr. and the other declined acting ſo that 
the care of theſe children who were all young, 
the eldeſt Porter Thompſon not being above 
nine or ten years old was undertaken by the 
grandmother whoſe great period of lile ren- 
der'd her incapable ot tranſacting any bulineſs, 
which was therefore manag'd by Dr. An/tey, 
that tho' he would not be ſeen to meddle 
with this young tamily attairs, yer he and 
his arttul wite, were their only guardians. 

Upon the dearh of Mr. Z40p/oa, Mrs. Thorne 

was ſent to a boarding {ſchool at Sr. Kdmnnd's 

Bury, Suffolk, and was atterwards removed 

to her grandmother's at Cambridge. Her el- 

deſt brother being a Fu/ow-Communer of Trini— 
ty-College in that Univerfity, contracted a triend- 

ihip with Mr. Milicent, who was a ſtudent in 

the ſame college and had an eſtate of tour or 

five hundred pounds a year in Cambridgeſhire, 

this gentleman by being irequently with Mr. 

| Thompſon at his grandmother's, and converſing 
| often with Miſs Thompſon, became her ſuitor, 
which was carried on tor ſome time without 

I. the knowledge ol her inſpectors, bur being 

| diſcover'd a great conſultation ot her ſecret 

| enemies was held upon it, and it was thought 
proper to move her trom her grandmother's 
| to Dr. Auſtey's to forbid her converting with 

Mr. Milicent, either by letter or otherwiſe, 

and great pains was taken to inſenſe her bro- 


ther 


13 
ther againſt him, which was effected, but 
their ailections were ſo immoveable that a 
moſt loving paper intercourſe ſubſiſted be- 
tween them as appears by many letters of 
Mr. Milicent's which ſhew'd his intention of 
having her, and ſhe has often declared ſhe 
would have had him, it had liv'd till ſhe was 
at age, and out of the power of her enemies, 
but 1t was otherways decreed, tor he dy'd 
long before that time. The reaſon the Dr. 
all;gn'd tor breaking of this intended match, 
was the hopes of providing better tor her, 
but that was not the real motive tor this in- 
terruption, it was felt intereſt prevail'd, as 
appears by his marrying her to Mr. Polq, the 
reverſion of whole eſtate was in Sir Cor- 
del Firebrace, and it was well known he was 
in debt when he marry'd, the Dr. con- 
ſented he ſhould have a thouſand pound of 
her fortune to clear himſelt, tho' ne could 
not make any ſettlement. It is true Mr. Poley 
was very happy in a character, but he was 
between forty and fifty years of age, and ſhe 
not eighreen, when they marry'd, and Mr. 
Peley having made very tree with his conſti- 
tution, there was no caule to fear their hav- 
ing children to bar Dr. Anfley from Tromping- 
ton, as there would have been it the had 
marry'd Mr. Miliceut. | 
Mr. Pcley dyed in leſs than half a year after 
he marry'd, and tho' he had a thouſand pounds 
of her tortune, a bond and judgment tor two 
hundred and twenty pounds was brought in- 
the houſe as ſoon as he was dead; in this 
unhappy condition was this poor triendleſs 
lady letr, and thus ended this moſt extraor- 
B 2 dinary 
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dinary match, as Dr. 477 called it, and ſo 
C 


it was according to his ſcheme; I an ſur- 
priz'd the Dr. would ſuffer Mr. Poley's effects 
to be taken for ſuch a trifle as two hundred 
and twenty pounds, which muſt be worth 
very near the money Mr Poley had received, 
however they would not let Mrs. Poley have 
money to pay of the judgment, and admini- 
ſter, ſo that the effects were loſt, and ſhe had 
a great diſiculty to ſave her own cloaths 
and jewels, ſhe might as well have ſuffer'd 
her jewels to be taken, tho' they were left 
herby her father's will, and was her mother's, 
good Mrs. Anſey and her husband (I ſuppoſe 
thinking they were to good tor her) ſold 
them, and pretended Mr. Thompſon bought 
them, and gave them to Miſs An/tey, who- 
often makes a brilliant appearance with them. 
The Dr. had now in a great meaſure com- 
pleatcd the work he had been ſo long ſchem- 
ing, as the whole of Mr, Thompſon's ſortune 
was ſettled on his daughter, in caſe her bro- 
thers died, who were both very weakly, the 
the only bar to the Doctor's enjoining ſo plen- 
tilul a fortune was the probability of Mrs. 
Pherne's having iſſue, which he prevented as 
much as pollible, by diſappointing Mr. Milicent 
and diipoting of her as beforemention'd, but 
as this ty e was ſoon diflolved, leaſt the thould 
marry again the Dr. and his arttul wite had 
it induſtriouſly reported that Mr. Pole had 
received the whole of her fortune, and that 
the had now no other dependance than on the 
affections of her brother, and that theſe in- 
ſinuations might have the diſired effect, he 
y ould not entertain her at his houſe as droves 
ur 
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but ſuffer'd her to board at St. Edmund” s- Bury 
without money, where the marry'd Mr. Thorne 
' whole family we will now give the public a 
brief account of, as many ſlighring things has 
been ſaid by Dr. An/tey and his wife; Mr. 
Thorne is deſcended from an antient and good 
tamily, whoſe anceſtor Oliver Thorne, Eſq; 
liv'd ar Sunning in Berkſhire, where he was a 
Juſtice ot the peace in Edward the ſixth time, 
and had a very plentitul eſtate; the family 
upon fome troubles in Qucen Mary's time re- 
mov'd irom Berkſhire into Suffolk, and built a 
ſeat at Heming/ton, about five mile from Ipſ= 
wich, where they all liv'd with honour, and 
had a very good eſtate, his grandtather hav- 
ing five hundred per annum in or near Hem- 
ingſin, of which living his grandfather, 
great grandlacher, and great great grand- 
tather were all patrons and rectors, Mr.7horne's 
father the reverend Mr. O/iver Thorne, rector 
ot Akingham and Bel/ted, marry'd a near rela- 
tion of Mr. Selby, ſerjeant at law, a gentle- 
man not leis remarkable for being of a good 
tamily, than for his great eminence in his 
proteſſion; Mr. Thorne liv'd at Wherfted- Hall, 
a ſcat of Admiral Brand's where the unfor- 
tunate gentleman we are mentioning was 
born, whoſe tather died betore he was ten 
years old, he was put to ſchool at Woodbridge 
in Suf/c/k, and having the p-rperuity ot two 
Itvings, namely Akingham and Heiing ten was 
intended for the gound, and in obedience 
to his mother's commands went ſtudent to 
Pembroke- Hall, Ca.nbiidge, tho' his inclinati- 
on. was to go into the army. Mr. Thorne's mo- 
ther died when he was about Aehegene he 

elt 
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left the univerſity with an intention of per- 
ſuing his former deſigns of getting into the 
army when at age; he boarded with Sir Ro- 
ger Martin, Bart. at Long- Milford, Suffolk, 
where he liv'd in eſteem, and had the honour 
of viſiting all the gentlemen in that part of 
the country. 
Sir Roger Martin and Mr. Thorne being at 
St. Edmunds bury, piid a vitit to Mrs. Poley, 
whoſe agreable perion, and polite converſati- 
on, attracted the affections of Mr. Thorne, 
who till that time had no intention of mar- 
Tying, purpoling as we have ſaid before to 
go into the army. Mr. Thorne diſcover'd his 
thoughts to his friend Sir Reger and herſelf, 
and meeting withno repulſe, he continued 
his viſits till he married her, which was ſoon 
aſter known to the Dr. as ſoon as he heard it, 
he and his arttul wite, uſed all the means poſ- 
ſible to incenſe her brother againſt them, they 
ſaid, they heard ſhe had married an Iriſhman, 
a papiſt, one of a mott infamous character, and 
a beggar; this atteſted by a clergyman mult 
conſequently bear great weight, tho' they 
themſelves muſt have been the authors of ir. 
Mrs. Thorne's brother being very young, and 
believing this hear ſay of theirs to be true, 
did nor enquire whether the aſperſion was 
juſt or nor, bur being at Long Milford, 1e- 
[| ported, and inſiſted upon it to be tact; Mr. 
[ Thorne being inſorm'd that he had taken theſe 
unbecoming liberties with his character, 
| went to Ca ridge to call him to an account 
| for it; the Dr. and his artlul wife carrying 
| themſelves in a ſeemingly friendly manner 
| to Mr Thorne, by that means heard ot his 
intent, 
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intent, they would not let Mr. Thompſon be 
ſeen, Mrs. Auſtey and Mr. Thompſon had en- 
quired Mr. Thorne character at Ipſwich, and 
tound him to be a gentleman of that coun- 
try, therefore could nor ſay any ſuch thing, 
but inſiſted that Mr. Thorne was impoſed up- 
on, and miſinſorm'd by this art ſhe prevail'd 
upon him to return back and take no farther 
notice of it; immediately after this the Dr. 
and his wife uſed their utmoſt influence with 
Mr. Thoiapjon to {wear the peace againſt him, 
inſinuating he was a dangerous man and had 
threaten'd his lite, and Mr. Thompſon was 10 
ſtrongly biggotred to their advice that no- 
thing but a regard to his character could 
have prevented his acquieſing; this Mr. 
Zhomp ons brother told Mr. Thorne, which o- 
therways he would not have known, as he 
had not at that time the leaſt ſuſpicion of the 
Dr. or his wife's perfidy. 

In a ſhort time atter Mr. Thorae's marriage, 
he was arreſted at Bury, for forty pounds, 
tor Mrs. Thorae's board and lodging, during 
her widowhood, was not this ſo notoriouſly 
known, and Mrs. Reok's ſtill living at Bury 
to prove it, it could ſcarce be credited, for 
who could believe that Mrs. Thorne who had 
2000 J. in her guardians hands, who from 
his function the world would deem an ho- 
neſt one, ſhould be ſo diftreſs'd for the requi- 
fites of nature, to be obliged to riſque her li- 
berty for them. Upon Mr. Zhorne's enquiring 
how his wile's affairs were ſituated the Dr. 
would allow no more than 1200 to be in the 
hands of her guardian, alledging ſhe had 
ſpear (belides the thouſand pounds Mr. +, 
ha 
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had) eight hundred pounds excluſive of the 
intereſt of her fortune which at that time 
was fix per cent, ſo that ſhe had one hundred 
eighty pounds per annum, which any one 
may imagine, was ſufficient to maintain her, 
without breaking into the principle, and Mr. 
Thorne not approving of ſuch an unjuſt ac- 
count would have ſued for it, but tho' the 
had not had it, the was not willing to go to 
law with her grandmother, it was therefore 
agreed that he ſhould have four hundred 
pounds, and the remaining eight hundred 
pounds was ſettied upon Mrs. Zhorne and their 
iſſue, and for want ot iſſue to the ſurvivors, 
ſo that ſhe never had any more of the three 
thouſand pounds her father leſt her, a very 
great fortune for a man to ſteal as they would 
imagine. The next ſtep they took to ruin 
him was fo cruel that it 1s ſcarce to be be- 
liev'd a Tark or infidel could be guilty of, 
which was as follows, Mr. Zhorne and his wite 
went to London, and he had given a bond to pay 
five hundred pounds in ſix months, for a joint 
annuity of one hundred pounds per annum, 
this bond became due, in a few days alter 
which his ſervant was taken ill ot the ſmall- 
pox, Mrs. Thorne was delivered of a daughter 
over night and the {mall-pox appeared on her 
in the morning, very full and a bad fort, fo 
that it was thought the could not get over it; 
the child and ſervant died, and betore they 
was buried theſe barbarians perſuaded the 
perſon to whom the bond was due, to arreſt 
him, which being done he was carry'd to an 
officer's houſe and the next day the ſmall- pox 
appear'd out upon him; what a ſhocking 2 

this 
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this muſt have been, we will leꝛve the im- 
partial reader to judge; notwithſtanding 
their cruelty Mr. Thorne and his wife reco- 
ver'd, then they had a new invention, whick 
was to inſinuate to Mrs. Thrrne's grandmo= 
ther and brother that he had got her into 
Drury- Lane play-houſe, and ſlie was turn'd 
actreſs, this was another of their hear ſays, 
as they pretended, tho' it muit be their own 
production, and was a moſt inconſiſtant ſto- 
ry; ſhe being as unfit for an actreſs as Mrs. 
Anſtey or her daughter, and whoever ſees 
them will be {atisned they are not form'd tor 
it. 

This pretention had ſuch an effect upon 
Mrs Thompſon, that the ſent her houſe-keeper 
to town to carry Mrs. Thorne away into the 
country, who finding this hear ſay to be 
falſe, return'd, this ſtory however extraor- 
dinary it may ſeem, the houſekeeper can till 
atteſt the truth of Mr. Thorne and his wife 
lived together in mutual love, morwirh- 
ſtanding all the efforts of theſe deſigning peo- 
ple, who (as poverty and diſtreſs ſeldom 
tails of making diiterences) employ'd all 
their talents ro bring them to ir, but Mr. 
Thompſon who had all the love and regard tor 
his ſiſter imaginable, tho' they prevenred his 
converiing with her, was very kind in ſend- 
ing her preſents, Mr. Thompſon after being a 
ſtudent ſeveral years was upon ſome diiter- 
ence between him and Dr. Bentley was ex- 
pell'd the college, ſoon aicer which he grew 
extreamly melancholly, and gave himſelf 
up to devotion, they had upon this change a 
hard task to prevent a friendihip groving be- 
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tween Mr. Thompſon and Mr. Thorne, for he 
came to London on purpoſe to ſee his ſiſter, 
and was with her and her husband a whole 
day, declaring there ſhould be no more ani- 
moſity, and at the ſame time made them a 
preſent of ſixty pounds, he parted from them 
with great love and atte&tion, but when he 
return'd (whatever was faid or done is till 
unknown) but he wrote a letter to his ſiſter 
which was very myſterious and tull of anger. 

When Mrs. Thorne's grandmorher died the 
made a will and appointed Dr. Anftey executor 
and left Mrs. Thorae a legacy, but the Dr. 
would not let her know how much it was 
nor is it known to this day, forthe will does 
not diſcover what ſum it is, in the fame man- 
ner was ſhe ſerved in regard to what her bro- 
ther left her; Mr. Thompſon was taken ill at 
Mr. Peinberton's in Spring Gardens, London, and 
finding that there was no great likelihood of 
his recovery, thought once more ot a recon- 
ciliation with his ſiſter and deſired Mr. H— 
(to ſend for her) who was a conſtant atten— 
dant on him, and a moſt implacable enemy 
of Mr. and Mrs. Thorne, having been all along 
[| an emiſſary of the Doctor's and his wife, bur 
| | | that not ſuiting his intereſt he pretended he 
[| did not know were ſhe liv'd though after 
Mr. Thompſon's death he ſent her a letter of 
It, which was as follows. 


| 
| Madam, 

| »uppoſe you are not ignorant of the death of your. 
1 excellent brother, I ſhould have let you known 
1 it «hen it fit happen d had I known where 10 
| have directed to you, he has left you ten ay 
| 6 Rag [or 


Walk 


for mourniag aud the intereſt of the reſidual, to 
you for life, afterwards to your child or children, 
what that will turn out, there is no knowing at 
preſent, he has appoimed your brother and me 
truſtees for you, and the executorſhip falls to the 
lat of your a 
Humble Servant, 


1g. 


This letter ſufficiently ſhews that he knew 
where ſhe was, or how could he have wrote 
to her then; but had he (as any honeſt man 
would have done) acquainted Mr. Thorne 
of her brother's illneſs no lay ſick three or 
tour weeks, and ſhe no further than four or 
five and rwenty milcs trom rown, things 
might have been alrer'd and inftead of Mr. 
7 homp/on's giving H half his perſo- 
nal eſtate, which he did, if his fitter died 
without iſſue he would probably have given 
It to his brother in law, but as it is the mo- 
ney accordihug to ſeveral opinions belongs 
to him, tor it ſeems the law does not admit 
of entailing perſonal eſtates, however /{——g 
has it in polſeſſion, and never would let Mrs. 
Thorne know how much money it was, but 
ſtiil would have the world think he is a very 
honeſt man. As ſoon as Mrs. Thorne's young» 
eſt brother came to the eſtate he propos'd his 
ſiſter aud Mr. Thorne ſhould live with him, 
and order'd the manſion houſe at Trompington 
to be fitted up for that purpoſe, but the Dr. 


and his arttul wite hearing of his intention 


uſed their utmoſt endeavours to prevent it, 
which they elteCted by telling Mr. Thompſon 
the old ſtory about his brother's being ghreat- 

| C 2 ened 
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ES ened, and inſinuating that Mr. Thorne being 

il his next heir he would certainly contrive to 
deſtroy him, but it they had no more noti- 
on oi deſtruction than he, it is probable 
Mrs. Thorne and Harriot might ſtill be living, 
and in potleſhon ot Trompington inftead of 
themſelves. This youngeſt brother ot Mrs. 

| Thorne's having drank very hard betore the 
death of his brother, and continuing it, was 
at laſt very ill, Mrs. Thorne went to Trom 

| ington to ſee him and was moſt affectionately 

receiv'd, as appears by the following letter 
from Miſs . 


SIX, 
Sy. Thorne defred me to inſorm you that 


R 
FL 1 e is very Well, and uud have wicte to 
gou herſelf, but ker bicther who is very giad to ſee 
her, has engaged ſo much of her time that ſhe hat 
it not in her power to ao it. Mr. Thompſon ſet 
out this morning jor the weſt, and he na being in 
very g health, my mamma and irs. Thorne 
thous tt it preper for ihem to go part of the way 
with him, to lee how travelling was like to agree 
with him, leaſt be ji ould fall ill on the road, and 
they nor any of hs principle friend be near him, 
1 lilieve they will attend him as jar as Oxtord. 
Mrs. Thorne would think it a ſati g act ion to re- 
cerve a letter from von at her returs to Cambridge, 
1 am, vir, your huible |ervant, 
M. A 


Thoſe who read this letter may find Mr. 
Thompſon's lite was then in danger, he had 
drank fo hard that the Bath was of very lit- 
tle ſervice ſo that he return'd by the way of 

| London, 
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Londen, where he ſtay'd ſome time at Mr. 
H——9z's. It is hardly to be credited tnat 
Mr. Thympſon who had thewn ſo much love 
and aitection for his titer at Trompington, and 
parted from tier with ſuch renderneis and re- 
gard could poſlibly be ſet againſt ner without 


the leaſt cauſe, but fo it was, the going to ſee 


him at Mr. H—-g's, he told her never to 
come near him again, this ſudden change 
greatly ſhock'd Mrs. Throne as the had given 
no cauſe ſuch behaviour nor could the con- 
ceive what had been invented ro occaſion ir. 
Now there being only this dying brother 
between Mrs. Thorne and his eſtate, which 
was ſettled in truſt upon heirs male and te- 
male, all their ſtudy was to ſeperate Mr. and 
Mrs. Thorne, Which could no way be etfected 
but by getting him arreſted and confined in 
goal, this they plotred to be done at Windſor 
by inſinuating to Mr. Uſperwood who had ac- 
cepted draughts upon Mr. Herring, that un- 
leſs he arreited Mr. Thorne, he would looſe 
his money, bur it he did thar, he would be 

aid : Whether this man knew any thing of 
their further purpoſes, is uncertain ; but it is 
very ſtrange 11 he did not, that he ſhould 
wait tor Mr. Thorne's going to Windſor, who 
might as eaſily have been arreited at Landon, 
for he knew very well where he liv'd and 
had ſent ſeveral times to him but that not 
being expedient he was arreſted at Windſor, 
and carry'd to Reading priſon, where they 


kept him without money, we ſuppoſe with 


an intent that he mignt perith tor want, but 
they had not their ends in that for the go— 
vernor Mr. Wiſeman who is humane good - na- 

t ured 
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tured man (a character that not one in a hun- 
Ared iu that ſtation has the leaſt pretext to) 
paid Mr. Thorne all the regard imaginable, 
and out of pure compaſſion to him (finding 
their ill intent) lent him money and gave 
him credit all the time he was with him. 
Mr. Thorne meeting with this civility, ſent 
a letter to Mrs. Thorne by Mr. Wiſeman to 
acquaint her with it, and deſired her to come 
and be with him there, and had tor anſwer. 


My dear, | 
7 T was a great ſatisfaction to ſee Mr. Wiſeman 
for I was then convinced you was happy under 
a worthy governor, I told him I expected money 
in a very ſhort me, and aſſured him as ſoon as I 
receiv d it, I world ſend it to clear your account, 
and that he might depend upon my diſcharging all 
obligations conferr'd on you with the utmoft grati- 
tude, My dear, as to my comiug to you it is not 
at all convenient to my intereſt for Mr. H g 
ſent me word it was impoſſible my brother could 
tive and that he expected to hear of his death eve- 
ry day, if be ſhould alter his mind and defrre to 
fee me you muſt be ſenſible of the diſadvantage it 
world be to us my being further off than a days 

Journey, Jam, 

Yeuurs to command, 

Mary "Thorne, 


This letter ſhews Mrs Thorne was perfect— 
Iy well and that her brother was dying, but 
inſtead of that, the next news Mr. Thorne 
hear'd, was his cl.ild was dead, and his wite's 
lile in danger, tho' they were both in periect 
health when Mr. Wiſeman ſaw them which 

| Was 
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was not a week before. The child's death was 
very odd and ſudden, for the ſent for it un- 
der pretence ef ſeeing it, and it was brought 
home ſeemingly well, and was put to bed at 
ten, but by four o' Clock in the morning it 
was dead; it is true we cannot atlure our- 
felves a moments exiſtance, but muſt obſerve 
ſome circumſtances that I believe the World 
will allow a ſufficient cauſe to ground a ſuſpi- 
cion on, and that was the childs being ſent 
for that very day it died, and afterwards up- 
on the tryal between Dr. Auſtey and Dow/ang, 
the Dr. procured a witneſs to ſwear (tho' it 
could anſwer no manner of end in his cauſe) 
that Mr. Thompſon told him that he was told 
his ſiſter was drunk with Gin and overlaid 
the child, now who could invent this incon- 
ſiſtent ſtory, but themſelves, or who but Mr. 
Thompſon could have been impoſed upon, to 
believe ir, for granting ſhe was in that un- 
happy ſtate it was quite impoſſible to overlay 
a child that was ſtrong and healthtul and al- 
moſt three years old. Another ſurpriſing cir- 
cnmſtance was, Mrs. Thorne's maid attending 
the funeral of the child at Trompington, Mrs. 
Anftey asked her about her miſtreſs and bid 
ner not be concern'd it the ſhould die, for ſhe 
would provide tor her much better than her 
miſtreſs could. Not long after Mrs. Thorne 
died for want of proper care, tor till about 
three days before her death the had no nurſe 
only this maid, who intirely neglected her 
being putt'd up with the promiſes of Mrs. 
Anſtey which the often boaſted ot, Mr. Thorne 
us d all the means with Mr. Herring and Mrs. 
Thoriie's relations polſſible to let him have 

money 


— 
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money that he might go to ſee her, but he 
found them cruel and hard hearted, and de- 


termined he ſhould never fee her more: He 


then wrote to Mr. Herring to deſire he would 
ſee proper care was taken ot her, urging as 
he was truſtee and heir to her in part of Por- 
ter Thompſon's perſonal eſtate if care was not 
taken of her and the ſhould do otherwiſe than 
well, that he would be reflected upon, but 
this he did not regard in the leaſt, for ſhe 
was mov'd into hand alley under pretence of 
being carried into the air, but it is more 
likely it was to prevent Mr. Thorne's ſending 


to her; they would tain have had her under 


the care of Dr. Munro, and we can't help 
thinking with an intent (it the had ſurviv'd 
her brother) to declare her mad, by that 
means to get poſſeſiſion ot the eſtare ; the rea- 
{on for this ſuggeſtion is from a letter ſent by 
Dr. Anftey to Mr. Thorne, in which reflecting 
upon Mrs. 7Zhorne he calls her a half craz'd 
woman, but ſhe. prevented that ſcheme, and 
as the had always a great opinion of Dr. 
Sandy's judgment, ſent to him who was ſo 
good as to vilit her tho* they would not pay 
him, becauſe the retus'd to have him they 
thought moſt proper tor their purpoſes: Mr. 
Thorne ſent ſeveral meſſengers from Reading 
to ſee Mrs. Thorne butthey gave him no hopes 
at their return and they all ſaid the had not 
proper care taken of her, and tho' the had a 
Phy lician ro attend her whoſe skill no one can 
diſapprove of in every reſpect the was neglect- 
ed and her maid ſupply'd the place ot a nurſe 
whoſe inſtructions at Zrompington, we have all 


the reaſon to believe were fatal to poor Mrs. 
Thorm 


SO CET oct, ˙ ore nos: 


Sm 
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Thorue, and we appeal to the world if it is not 
as criminal to ſeperate a man and his wife, 
and occation her death by neglect and ill 
treatment, as to ſtrangle her, or uſe any o- 
ther violeut means. 

Mrs Thorne in her laſt hours beclar'd her 
heart was broke; and how thould it be other- 
wile atter ſo many ſhocking ſcenes, as the 
confinement ot her husband for whom the 
had the greatelt regard; the ſudden death 
ot her child on whom ſhe had plac'd her at- 
fections, and their vile reproaches that ſhe 
Was the occaſion ot it: Theſe added to their 
cruelty 1a perfſiſting vi wager Ie all her 
entreaties and fupplications, that the thould 
not fee Mr. Thorne, was enough to kill her if 
nothing elſe had been done. We can't help 
tak ing notice of their negleCt of her in eve- 
ry reſpect, tor no manner ot care was taken 
of her future ftate, the not having the facra- 
ment adminiſter'd to her, neither was ſhe 
once pray'd by or tor, (tho' Mils Ane ſays 
the was with her every day) and they let 
her go out of the world as if ſhe had been 
in a barbarous country, where there is no 
religion or chriſtianity, Mr. Herring in a 
letter to Mr. Thorne acquainted him oi Mrs. 
Therne's death, and told him her brother 
would be at the expence of burying her in 
a very handſome manner at Tromp:ngton which 
was done, but did not at all agree with their 
neglect of her when living, or Mr. Thorne's 
confinement, neither was it any manner of 
comfort to him, ſo could be only out of vain 
glory to themſelves. 

D Mr, 


\ 


1 
Mr. Thorne receiv'd another letter of Mrs. 
THorne's death as follows. 


SIX, 
15 Suppoſe you received by the laſt poſt at leaſt 
ſomething preparatory to it, the melancholy news 
of Mrs. Thorne's death, which happened about 
twelve the third inſtant. You having cut of all 
communication between us you world not have 


been troubled with this letter, were it not out of 


obedience to Mrs. Thorne's commands (to de 

memory I ſhall ever pay a moſt religious reſpect 
that as ſoon as it ſhould be convenient to tet you 
know of her death, I would acquaint you of her 
requeſt to her brother on your behalf, which is to 
this purport, that ſhe being ſcuſille of her approac h- 
ing end, made it her laſt dying requeſt, that her 
brother would leave you the legacy left her by her 
grandmother, that he would te reconciled to o, 


and that whatever love he had for her chile living 


or world pay to her memory when dead, fhe deſir'd 
5 — be ſhewn in kiudueſs to be con ferred upon you ; 
the inſtrument was drawn up in pretty and uov- 
ing words by Miſs Anſtey and Mrs. Thorne 
ſigu'd it and it was witneſs 'd by Dr. Sandys and 
was put into Miſs Anſtey's hands to be delivered 
#o Mr. Thompſon. Sir, if you have any vuſracſs 
in town or elſewhere your orders will be received 
with pleaſure by 
Your moſt obedient 
Humble Servant, 
J. Clarke. 


P. S. Sir, I cannot help ſending you the fol! pap 
ing being with Mrs. Thorne laſt Sunday after- 
won fle ask'd if could remember ſome verſes 

which 
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which ſhe ſaid I muſt have heard you repeat I did 


no: at firſt underſtand what lines ſhe meant but at 
laſt repeating theſs from the patient to the doctor. 


Pve that within will baffle all your art, 
Sure means to make the ſoul and body part; 
A burning fever and a broken heart. 


She litted up her hands; ſaid that is what I 
meant that's my caſe. 


This requeſt of Mrs. Thorne to her brother 
plainly thews the great love ſhe had tor her 
Husband, who has been credioly intorm'd it 
was never given to Mr. Thompſon, and the 
reaſon which induces us to think ſo, is that 
Mr. Thomp/on never took any notice abour it, 
which 1t e had ſeen, one would think he 
could not polſibly have help'd. Now poor 
Mrs. Thorne and Harriot being our of their 
way, they though it would anſwer no further 
end to keep Mr. Thorne longer in confinement, 
ſo Mr Hg tent a metlenger to him to tell 
him it he would give him a letter of attor- 
ney, he would remit him money to extricate 
him trom his confinement, and uſe his inte- 
reſt with Mr Thompſon in his tavour, this Mr. 
Thorne complied with. as ſoon as Mr. Thorne 
was diſcharg'd and could conveniently, he 
went to Trompington to ſce Mr. Thompſon who 
was gone to Mr. Over/low*s at Saffrou-Walden, 
where as ſoon as r. Thorne got ne found Mr. 
Thompſon juſt dead, and Dr. Anftey and his 
wife (his conſtant atrendance and principle 
{riends as they are call'd) with him; he had 
made a will but took no notice of Mr. Thorne 
in it, he gave all his real and perlonal eſtate 

D 2 (except 
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(except ſome legacies) to Mr. Doteſing, the 
Dr. and his arttul wite expreis d great con- 
cern to Mr. Tyne that his broiner had ta- 
ken no notice ot him in his will, but atiur'd 
him, as they intended conteſting it with Mr. 
Derceſing it they ſucceeded they would make 
a genteel proviſion tor him tor lite; Mr. 
Deuſiug made him the ſame promiſes, both 
which Mr. Thorne relied upon; 

The contending parties having made ſuch 
sciendly promiſes, and the law ſuit being 
likely to continue undetermin'd tome time, 
Mr. Zhorne's triends adviſed him (as he want- 
ed an immediate ſupport) to apply to the diſ- 
putants to ſettle an annuity on him agreeable 
to their prom.{es, which it they had joyntly 
agreed to would have been ous tho' the 
eſtate was litigared; Mr. Douuug would 
have agreed to it, as appears by the letter 
Which is. 


SIR | 
I7HOUT the Doflir's concurrence it is 
not in my peer to do any thing more for you 

Hau d, ave already due, by grving y'u ſuch 
aſſurrances of my ſriend%ip (if fortune ſmiles up- 
vu ie as 1 hope you will have no reaſon id doubt, 
wiſh could make you more ed, by certij1ing in 
what manter I would ſerve you, but as long as 
the ſuit is depending I canuct ds that ſer any 
reaſons aud beg you would exciſe me, all you haue 
to do is to endeavonr to prevail upon the Dr. to be | 
nur fricad you need not fear but I will juin With | 

Lin in any thing reaſonable, 
| J. Dowling. | 


Tho 
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The Dr. was likewiſe apply'd to, but he 
refus'd, alledging that his conſenting with 


Mr. Dow/ng would ftrengthen his claim; Mr. 


Thorne was by this prevarication at the great- 
eſt ſtand, for having ipent his own fortune in 
the ſupport of his wife and family which was 
large, they having had eight children and 
being denied this promis'd ſubſiſtance, he was 
reduc'd to the greateſt diſtreſs imaginable z 
his friends therefore adviſed him to publiſh 


his caſe, which the Dr. hearing of allow'd ' 


him feven ſhillings pr. week; ſome time af- 
ter the Dr. and Mr. Dow/ng compromiſed 
matters, Which Mr.Thorxz hearing of, intend» 
ed applying to him at Trompington to make 
good his promiſe, and receiv'd the following 
caunonary letter. 


EI | 

APPENING to be in company with Dr. 
Anſtey your deen of going to Trompington 

was mentioned en which he declared with great 
vehemence that if you went to him he would never 
allow a farthing more as long as he liv'd and that 
he would not enter into any talk with you by letter 
or otherwiſe nor will he ever allow ois any more 
than he does and I verily believe he will not, taks 
this frieadly intimation and let it prevent your 


Yours, N. N. 


This letter tho? it is ſign'd, N. N. ſeems 
by the artfulneſs of it to be wrote by Miſs 
Anſtey. However Mr. Thorne did not think 
it worth his while to go to Trompington, pur- 


ruin. 


poling to finiſh his cafe. The Doctor had 


not 
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not much enjoyment of this ill begotten 
eſtate for he ſoon died, and notwithſtanding 
ſhe is in poſſeſſion of it, which ſhe could 
have no manner of pretenſion to but by the 
moſt vile and inhuman means imaginable, 
cannot have any real Happineſs in ir, for 
guilt like hers cannot be ſmothered, and 
any one who will but obſerve her counte- 
nance, may plainly ſee horror and diſquiet 
ſeated on her brow, and the more ſhe en- 
dea vours to conceal it; by affected laughs and 
ſmiles, the more it is diſcernable. As ſoon as 
the Dr. was dead, this NM. N. alias M. A 
acquainted Mr. Thorne, if he would drop his 
pretended caſe as ſhe call'd it, that ſhe would 
allow him ſixteen pounds per An. but it ſhould 
be during pleaſure, this ſhe appointed ro be 

aid by a worthleſs fellow a linnen draper 

y. Smithfield bars, who has neither honour, 
honeſty or good manners, upon which Mr. 
Thorne wrote her a letter verbatim as follows, 
and one much the ſame to Mr. Herring. 


Madam, 

Don't doubt but you as well as Mr. 
Herring and Douſing have heard of my 
intenſion to publith my unhappy caſe, which 
I would by no means do, was I not com- 
pelled to it, by the moſt cruel uſage thar 
ever poor man was treated with, for after 
being arreſted and confin'd in goal, while 
my wife and child were both deſtroy'd, I 
ſay deftroy'd ; becauſe I have all the reaſon 
in the world (except abſolute proof) to 


think they were both murther'd, and ſome 
ſuch 
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ſuch proof as 1 make no doubt but will in- 
duce the World to think as I do, by which 
deſtruction I loſt Trompington eſtate, the an- 
nuity that was left Mrs. Thorne by her grand- 
mother and brother, I was likewiſe de- 
pore of, and the money rhat was ſettled il- 
egally, (tor I was in confinement and Mrs. 

Thorae under age) went to pay debts. Thus 
from being poſſeſs'd of an annuity ſufficient 
to maintain any family genteely, from 2 
right and expectation of an eſtate of fifteen 
hundred pounds per An. (which nothing, but 
the deitruction of my wife and child would 
have prevented me of ) was I reduc'd to po- 
verty and want, I was indeed promis'd by 
Dr. Anſtey and yourſelt, a neceflary ſupport 
on caſe of ſucceſs, but when the Dr. was in 
quiet poſſeſſion, he knew no reaſon why he 
thould make me any ſectlement, or allow me 
any ſubliftance, he had ſorgot all his pro- 
miſes, or that I had any right to the eſtate ; 
and I ſuppoſe thought | had torgot by whar 
means I was depriv'd of it, but that you 
ſhould not think ſo, III tell you what ſteps 
he and you firſt took to make a variance be- 
tween Porter Thompſon and his lifter, and what 
fchemes were laid to deprive us of the eſtate 
in his lite time, and at his deceaſe the pains 
you took to ſeperate Mrs. Thorne and her bro- 
ther Jemmy. Firſt, as ſoon as we were mar- 
ried report was made ſhe had married an 
Iriſb-man, a Reman Catholic, and a beggar ; 
her brother was incenſed againſt us, and ma- 
ny tallity's rais'd to keep him from a recon- 
ciliation; one remarkable one ['ll mention, 
it was | believe your own production, 2 
| b 
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that was, you heard (for it was all hear ſay 
that was invented) that 1 had preyail'd upon 
Mrs. Thorne to turn actreſs, and had got her 
a place in Drum - Lane Play-Houle ; you know 
in what confuſion tnis fruitſul invention put 
her grandmother and brother, they con- 
cluded to ſeperate us and take her home to 
Cambridge, and tor that purpoſe ſent Mrs. 
Kilby to London, who to her great ſurprize, 
found all this hear tay to be talſe, fo return- 
ed. The next invention was that we had 
ruin'd Femmy by perſuading him to leave 
HFlerring, which we knew nothing of, and 


many more which you'll remember, and for 


which I refer you to my Ca ?. Thus having 
incenced Mr. Thompſon againſt his lifter and 
me, the next thing you contriv'd was to per- 
ſuade him to cut off the entail, and ſettle the 
eſtite in ſuch a manner that in caſe ot death 
it might not tall into my hands; this James 
Thompſon told me, and gave it as a reaſon tor 
giving his eſtate from you. 5 
You never ſaw or ſent to Mrs. Thorne in her 
brother Porter's lite time, but when James 


Thompſon had the eſtate who was dying you 


was prodigioally fond of her, nay, the Dr. 
and you were ſo exceſſive kind as to come 
to town to ſee her, having heard the was ill, 


tho' thank God the was well enough at that 


time to pay a viſit to her brother at Tromp« 


ington, was vaſtly fond of her, you and the 
Dr. being out of the way trom periuading 
him to the contrary ; and the Dr. was very 


-- 


. 


angry at her going down when he was ab- 
ſent, as he ſince inform'd me by a refieCting 
letter. I had like to have forgot that Mr. 

5 . Thompſon 


1 | * * 
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gave you ten guineas to bear your expences | 
ro town: All theſe things you know to | | 
matters of fact, and I thall inſert nothing that 
will bear the leaſt contradiction, tho' I have 
a great many more that are ſhocking to re- | 
late. There are two things more I cannot 
help mentioning; if you knew nothing of | 
the deſtruction of my family or the death 1 
ot Harriot, pray how came it to be ſworn 
by Mr. Over/tow at your tryal with Doug 
that Mrs Thorne was drunk with gin and o- 
verlaid Harriot, ſuppoſing it fact, could you 
be the better for 1t's 00s prov'd at your 
tryal ; no, what then could it be done for, 
it ſeems to me that the death of Harriot was 
perpetrated, and that this was ſworn in court 
that it might be believ'd that ſhe came to her 
end that way, and that her being deſtroy'd 
ſhould nor be ſuſpected. x 
When Mrs. Thorne's maid came down to | 
Trompington to Harriot's burial, What end could | 
you have in telling her nor to be concern'd 1 
about her miſtreſs; for if the ſhould die, you 
would provide for her better than it was in 
her miſtreſs's power to do: This is fact which 
I can prove by an affidavit. I have nothing 
more to trouble you with, but to acquaint 
you that part of Mrs Thorne's fortune is ſtill 
unpaid, and that you muſt know as all Mrs. 
Thompſon's buſineſs was tranſacted by Dr. An- 
ey; Mr. Thompſon your brother left his ſon 
Fames and Mrs Thorne all his perſonal eſtate, 
and Mrs. Thornz's ſhare according to the ac- 
count ſtated, amounted to upwards of 30001. 
which you know. One thouſand pound was 
givea to Mr. Poley, 1 that was illegally 


paid, 


— 
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paid, and I had nu more than 1200 ,. ſo that 
there remains ſtill unpaid upwards of 800k 
this you can't deny, and 1s it not very hard 
I ſhould be kept out of it, and ſuffer'd to 
want; can any one think after all this ill u- 
ſage I'll ſtarve in ſilence. I don't want to 
expoſe any one, nor bring upon the carpet 
theſe ſcenes of darkneſs, but had rather they 
ſhould be buried in oblivion, and leave thoſe 
in ſilence to repent who are guilty, could [ 
but have juſtice done me; but as my caſe is 
ready for the preſs, unleſs I can have fome ſa- 
tisfactory anſwer, ſhall advertiſe it the latter 
end of this month, after which, nothing 
ſhall prevent its being publiſh'd. . | | 


Mrs. Anfey was ſo prodigiouſly exaſperated + 
at this letter that ſhe contriv'd ro get Mr. 
Thorne arreſted once more, and he was con- 
fined in newgate, where he was kept tor 
near half a year, without any money or bed 
to lie on. But providence at laſt rais'd him 
a friend and he got diſcharged, as ſoon as 
he could conveniently went to Cambridge 
with an intent to raiſe a few ſubſcriptions and 
publiſh his caſe immediately, bur ſome friends 
of his adviſed him firſt to apply once more 
to Mrs. Anftey, who they imagin'd (Know- 
ing the affair) could not refuſe ro make him 
eaſy ; accordingly Mr. Thorne went to Tromp- 
ington, and after ſome conſultation, was ad- 
mitted into the preſence of Mrs. Anſſey and 
her daughter, who inſtead of being inc lin'd 
to do him juſtice, for the moſt unparalleld 
injuries, behav'd with the greateſt inſolenco 
imaginable, upon which he left * 

oon 


the note of twelve poun 
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ſoon after Miſs Anfey ſent her footman to him 
with the following deſigning and falſe letter. 


Mr. Thorne, ; 
M Y mother wonld neither open, nor read your 
letter, having before receiv'd one from you ſo 
full of abuſe and faiſhood; as to pour printing your 
pretended caſe, I know it is a matter to her of great 
indifference, but an object of diſtreſs is not fo, and 
as you are taken into that unhappy ſituation, Ps 
ſure as ſuch ſhe would be inclin'd to pity andrelieve 
yon; but before you can be upon equal terms with 
any other difreſe'd ſon, it ſeems neceſſary for 
you to expreſs a juſt concern both for the ingrati- 
rude you have ſhewn to my fathers memory, and 
for her kindneſs. That you acknowledge under 
your hand, what Mrs Thorne frequently ſaid 
(and in my hearing on her death bed) that my 
father had been one of her beſt 2 ; that you 
likewiſe own your obligations to him fance the death 
of your wife, which you now ſo ungratefully deny; 


that he gave you ſince ber death, twenty pounds a 


year, and that my mother did on ber own part, 
in leſs than,a year from the death of my at her 
give you 161. and hhew'd no fins of her falling off 


from that kindneſs, till you gave her the utmo 
provocation, for even 5 the time arrived for 


which ave yort, to 
become due, ſhe receiv d from pre 3 
lous letter that ever was pen d; wherein you wick 
odly inſinuate the murther of your wife and child, 
which you throw at random upon my father, my 
mother, Mr. Herring, and myſelf. This ſcan- 
dal cannot poſſibly flick upon any of us, and is in- 
deed ſo much to be 77 a ſcarce to be worth men · 
tioning ; and indeed that letter was dated from a 
E 2. tavern 


| 28 J 
tavern, and had many other expreſſions in it, un- 
like a perſon in his ſober ſenſes; it is thereſore, the 
more eaſily to Le forgiven, if you have ſaitl nothing 
Hmce, in confirmation of ſuch abſurdity ; and if in 
our flory at Cambridge 30 have not endeavour' d 
as in your letter, to caſt refletFions upon the me- 
mory of my father, who to my knowledge was ſo 
extreamly kind bath to your ſelf and Mrs. Thorne. 
If gen have done this, we can none of us conſider 
voti as the husband of one who was our relation, 
for the reſpect due to the memory of Mrs. Thorne, 
"anuſt peild to the greater veneration we owe to that 
ef my father. Teu cannot therefore I think in this 
ſituation expett any promiſe from my zuct her, of a 
certain allewance yearly, but fer ſeme preſent kind- 
nefs, I chill undertake to ſolicit her fer you, and 
ſhall likewiſe make you a preſent myſelf, in conſi- 
aeration of your poverty, and as a mark of my 
charitable forgivencſs, in caſe you think proper 
to /ign what 1 fhall write underneath and return 


this paper to, 
M. Anſtey. 


I acknoeledge that Dr. Anſtey behaved not on- 
Iy as an heneft man to myſelt, and Mrs. Thorne 
bit as a kind and «generous friend to as bh. 
Guess my hand. 


As ſoon as Mr. Thorne had perus'd this let- 
ter, he order'd the fervant to go back and tell 
them, tho? he was in the greateſt want, he 
would not ſign it if they would give him ten 
thouſand pound. and it is very well he did 
not, fat it is plain they wanted to make a hand 
ot his extream poverty, to his total ruin; and 
it he had fign'd this recantation they .cer- 

tainly 
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tainly would have advertis'dit, and then the 
world muſt have look'd upon him as a vile, im- 
poſter and them as Innocent and falſly accus'd, 
but now we hope they will be convinc'd tothe 
contrary, and induc'd to conſider and relieve 
this unhappy gentleman, who has been thus 
cruelly treated, and has nothing left to ſub- 
ſiſt on, but the favours of the nobility, to 
whoſe impartial judgment we ſubmit this true 
and melancholly Caſe. 
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